Invitation & Agenda
From Farm to Fork: The Case of Food Policy and Security in Europe
Workshop
27 - 28 February 2020 – Turin

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED

Dear Member of Parliament,
The Istituto Affari Internazionali in collaboration with
the Mercator European Dialogue partners, cordially
invite you to take part in the workshop “From Farm to
Fork: The Case of Food Policy and Security in Europe”.
The event will take place on 27-28 February 2020, in
Turin, a city which, in the last years has emerged as the
Italian example for the advancement of effective urban
food programmes.

The event will be conducted under the Mercator
European Dialogue House Rules, in an informal and
safe environment to allow you to experience a new
thinking space beyond your business as usual political
conversations.

The aim of this workshop is to engage selected national
Members of Parliaments in an open dialogue on the
nexus between food policy and drivers of (in)security.

Kind regards,

Together with a selection of high-level experts, you
will have a chance to explore a crucial and yet often
overlooked policy field, with considerable ramifications,
domestically and internationally.
The workshop will allow you to consider different
aspects of this multifaceted challenge: the impact
of environmental stressors and a growing global
population on food security; the challenge of rising
food prices; the development of sustainable production
cycles; the potential contribution of the food sector to
industrial growth; or the regional and global implications
of Europe’s agricultural policies.
Thanks to an interactive programme, experts and
policymakers will together develop insights and
evaluate if and how food policy can play a role in
advancing innovative economic models to the benefit
of citizens at large.
The Mercator European Dialogue is an exclusive network
of national Members of Parliaments representing
different political parties, ideologies and coming
together across borders. It provides MPs with a safe
space to convene and reflect on emerging challenges
through constructive political dialogue with colleagues
from across Europe.

We would be honored to have you with us and hope to
see you soon in Turin.
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For more information about the project, please visit
mercatoreuropeandialogue.org

George Pagoulatos
ELIAMEP

AGENDA
Thursday, February 27
17:00		

Welcome and Introduction

		International Training Centre of the ILO; Room: Padiglione Europa (Rooms 71-72)
		Viale Maestri del Lavoro 10, 10127 Turin
18:30		

Visit and Dinner at “Mercato Centrale Torino“

		

Piazza della Repubblica, 25, 10152 Turin

Friday, February 28
8:40		

Registration

		

International Training Centre of the ILO; Room: Padiglione Europa (Rooms 71-72)

9:00		

Welcoming Remarks

		
Giuseppe Casale, International Training Centre of the ILO, Deputy Director
		
Nicolò Russo Perez, Compagnia di San Paolo Foundation
		Eleonora Poli, Istituto Affari Internazionali, Research Fellow
		
Chiara Rosselli, German Marshall Found, Head of Mercator European Dialogue
		
9:30 		
Session 1 Framing the Dialogue: The Nexus between Food Policy and Security
		What are the key concepts revolving around the idea of food security and food policy in the European
		
context? How are these linked to sustainable socio-economic development? Which food policy areas
		
should be prioritized in EU Member States?
		Expert input: Egidio Dansero, Food Policy Expert and Full Professor in the Department of 			
Culture, Politics and Society, University of Torino
10:10		

Session 2 Urban Food Security: Lessons from Turin

		How and why have cities like Turin become leading examples in developing coherent and effective
		
food policies? Can food policies boost socio-economic security?
		Expert input: Simone Mangili, Project and Operations Manager, Torino Strategica

10:40 		

Coffee break

11:10		

Session 3 Food Security and National Policy: Challenges and Opportunities for Innovative Policies

		What are the challenges and opportunities for innovative food policies? Can food industries
		
contribute to national security in terms of sustainable use of resources and the fight against climate
		
change? Which government policies and institutions boost food security and industrial growth?
		Expert input: Daniele Fattibene, Food Policy Research Fellow, Istituto Affari Internazionali
			
Katarzyna Dembska, Research Project Manager, Barilla Foundation
13:00 		

Lunch

14:00		

Session 4 Emerging European Agricultural Policy and Food Security Strategies

		How can the EU develop a coherent vision on food security? Considering that better agro-food
		
policies are of crucial importance, what role can the new European Agricultural Policy play?

		

		
Expert input: Ian Mitchell, Associate Fellow, Energy, Environment and Resources Programme, 		
			
Chatham House
		
14:50		
Session 5 Shaping Food Future: Messages for Parliamentarians
15:10		

Coffee break

16:30		

Close

20:00		

Dinner at Circolo dei Lettori (optional)

		Via Bogino 9, 10123 Turin

REGISTRATION
To ensure your participation, please register at your earliest convenience and no later than January 31, 2020 with
Elisabetta Farroni at e.farroni@iai.it.
Please note that the number of places is limited. Registrations will be confirmed based on availability and we reserve
the right to ensure a balance of representation in terms of country, party, and gender. More detailed information will
follow soon.

EXPENSES

Travel and accommodation costs are borne by the Mercator European Dialogue, unless you specifically wish to pay for
yourself. Please note that we can only cover economy class flights.

CONTACTS
Elisabetta Farroni
Programme Assistant
Istituto Affari Internazionali
Via Angelo Brunetti, 9 - 00186 Roma

Eleonora Poli
Research Fellow
Istituto Affari Internazionali
Via Angelo Brunetti, 9 - 00186 Roma

e.farroni@iai.it
+39 063224360 ext. 39

e.poli@iai.it
+39 0632243060 ext. 14

JOINING FORCES IN THE MERCATOR EUROPEAN
Stiftung Mercator is a private and independent
foundation. Through its work it strives for a
society characterized by openness to the world,
solidarity and equal opportunities. In this context it
concentrates on strengthening Europe; increasing
the educational success of disadvantaged children
and young people, especially those of migrant
origin; driving forward climate change mitigation
and promoting science and the humanities.

Stiftung Mercator symbolizes the connection
between academic expertise and practical project
experience. One of Germany’s leading foundations,
it is active both nationally and internationally.
Stiftung Mercator feels a strong sense of loyalty to
the Ruhr region, the home of the founding family
and the foundation’s headquarters.

The King Baudouin Foundation’s mission is to
contribute to a better society. The Foundation is an
actor for change and innovation, serving the public
interest and increasing social cohesion in Belgium
and Europe. We seek to maximize our impact
by strengthening the capacity of organizations
and individuals. We also stimulate effective
philanthropy by individuals and corporations. The
Foundation’s key values are integrity, transparency,
pluralism, independence, respect for diversity, and
promoting solidarity.

The Foundation’s current areas of activity are
poverty and social justice, philanthropy, health,
civic engagement, developing talents, democracy,
European integration, heritage and development
cooperation.

The German Marshall Fund of the United States
(GMF) strengthens transatlantic cooperation
on regional, national, and global challenges and
opportunities in the spirit of the Marshall Plan.
GMF contributes research and analysis and
convenes leaders on transatlantic issues relevant
to policymakers. GMF offers rising leaders
opportunities to develop their skills and networks
through transatlantic exchange, and supports civil
society in the Balkans and Black Sea regions by
fostering democratic initiatives, rule of law, and
regional cooperation.

Founded in 1972 as a non-partisan, non-profit
organization through a gift from Germany as
a permanent memorial to Marshall Plan
assistance, GMF maintains a strong presence
on both sides of the Atlantic. In addition to
its headquarters in Washington, DC, GMF has
offices in Berlin, Paris, Brussels, Belgrade, Ankara,
Bucharest, and Warsaw. GMF also has smaller
representations in Bratislava, Turin, and Stockholm.

The Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) was founded
on 11 October 1965 on the initiative of Altiero
Spinelli. The Institute's main objective is to
promote an understanding of the problems of
international politics through studies, research,
meetings and publications, with the aim of
increasing the opportunities of all countries
to move in the direction of supranational
organization, democratic freedom and social
justice (IAI Bylaws, Article 1). It's main research

areas include: EU Institutions and Politics, the
EU's Global Role, Turkey and the Neighborhood,
International Political Economy, Mediterranean
and Middle East, Transatlantic Relations, Security
and Defence, Italian Foreign Policy, Energy. A nonprofit organization, the IAI is funded by individual
and corporate members, public and private
organizations, major international foundations,
and by a standing grant from the Italian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

The Barcelona Centre for International Affairs
(CIDOB) is an independent and plural think tank
based in Barcelona, dedicated to the study,
research and analysis of international affairs.
Created in 1973 as an International Documentation
Centre of Barcelona, it is a private foundation since
1979. CIDOB promotes global governance and
good practices – based on local, national and
European democratic government – to ensure
that people possess the basic elements to

live their lives free from fear and in liberty, by
facilitating a dialogue that includes all diversities
and which actively defends human rights and
gender equality. CIDOB is a dynamic community
of analytics that works to produce and offer to
all political actors – from individual citizens to
international organizations – information and
ideas to formulate and promote policies for a more
secure, free and fair world for everyone.

ELIAMEP is an independent, non-profit and
policy-oriented research and training institute.
It neither expresses, nor represents, any
specific political party view. It is only
devoted to the right of free and well-documented
discourse.

ELIAMEP’s mission is to provide a forum
for public debate on issues of European
integration and international relations to
conduct scientific research that contributes to a
better informed and documented knowledge of
the European and international environment.

The King Baudouin Foundation is a public benefit
foundation. The Foundation was set up in 1976
on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of King
Baudouin's reign.

www.mercatoreuropeandialogue.org

